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2026 ANNUAL ROUND DANGE

This year's Annual Round Dance was a tremendous

Contributed by Nadine Alexis

success, bringing together community members,
families, Elders, youth, and visitors in a spirit of unity,
culture, and healing. Guests travelled from near and
far to take part in the celebration, creating an evening
filled with connection, laughter, song, and shared
traditions.

The strong turnout and positive energy throughout
the event reflected the importance of gathering
together to  celebrate  culture, strengthen
relationships, and support one another. The success
of this year's Round Dance has many already looking
forward to next year's gathering.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the volunteers,
Aseniwuche Group of Companies staff,

Board of Directors, Round Dance Committee, Return
to the Hunt Youth Group, Aseniwuche Youth Council,
Elders, Master of Ceremonies, Stickmen, Singers, and
Smoky River Grill for providing the catering. Your hard
work, dedication, and support helped make the event
a meaningful and memorable success. We would also
like to extend our sincere appreciation to our industry
partners for their continued generosity and support.
Your contributions help make gatherings like this
possible and continue to strengthen opportunities for
community connection, cultural celebration, and
healing.

Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered,
sponsored, and contributed to making this year's
Round Dance such a special occasion. We look
forward to gathering together again next year.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

ATB Financial - Canfor
TC Energy - Trans Mountain
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Shell Canada
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REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

2026 UNIVERSITY GRADUATE
T e

In March 2026, Marc Jr. Doire (Susa Creek Co-operative)
walked the convocation stage to celebrate his graduation
from the University of Alberta. Marc completed his
Bachelor of Arts with Honors in Native Studies, along with
certificates in Indigenous Governance and Partnership and
Interdisciplinary Leadership Studies.

Marc's academic journey began after dropping out of high
school, when he witnessed his family come together in
Susa Creek to teach law students their community's legal
principles through the central activity of brain-tanning a
moose hide. Marc's grandmother, Mabel Wanyandie, who
was one of the teachers, told him, “if you go back to
school, you can make change.” Marc took his
grandmother’s words seriously since he returned to high
school, upgraded, graduated, and earned acceptance into
the Transition Year Program (TYP) at the University of
Alberta. From there, Marc became involved in Indigenous
student governance and took on several Research

Assistantships in the Faculty of Native Studies and the if you go back to school
Faculty of Law. ’
you can make change.

Marc also served as an oskapéwyo for his mentor, Elder
Dr. Francis Whiskeyjack, and as a Lead Volunteer for the
First Peoples’ House Annual Round Dance, which was the
late Audrey McDonald's last round dance.

Alongside this academic accomplishment, Marc was
named the recipient of the 2026 Jason Delorme Memarial
A Award for Youth Leadership. This award recognizes a
HIGHLIGHTS OF MARC’S JOURNEY ) & young individual who has worked hard or is continuing to
work hard to achieve their goals. As a role model to youth,
the recipient promotes a positive and well-rounded
lifestyle. Marc's accomplishments reflect dedication,
] o ) perseverance, and a strong commitment to education,
0 taking the course t.hat |‘nsp|red h.'m to pursue a post- leadership, and community. Marc shared that he is
se"ccsnda,ry educatlonl in the .ﬂrst pla!ce"—LA\fV 589: honoured to receive this award and hopes that the youth
d;dADA Iwah.kol.wtowm IntenS|Ye: s 2T2E" miyo: see themselves in his journey, especially those who
wicehtowin Principles and Practice dropped out or are considering dropping out of high
school. Marc says, “if you go back to school, you can make
change.”

For Marc, there are three highlights of his university
journey:

Completing his Honors thesis under the supervision
of the legendary historical geographer Dr. Frank

Tough AWN congratulates Marc Jr. Doire, BA (Hons) on this

important milestone and wishes him continued success in

seeing his family, including his grandmother Mabel, diihiefiiure endeavoirs.

attend his convocation ceremony.
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2026 WALK

Contributed by Tara Crane

On behalf of Aseniwuche Winewak Nation (AWN),
Tawow extends heartfelt gratitude to everyone who
participated in our second annual MMIWG2S+ Hike.
This meaningful day of remembrance, healing, and
solidarity would not have been possible without the
many individuals, organizations, volunteers, and
supporters who helped make the event a success.

This year, more than 130 people gathered at base
camp on Grande Mountain to honour and remember
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls,
Two-Spirit People, Children, and Relatives. In the quiet
early morning hours, a sea of red hoodies and T-shirts
served as a powerful reminder that our loved ones
are never forgotten.

Before the hike began, participants joined together in
prayer as Tiran Smallboy-Zorthian and Charlie
McDonald shared an Honour Song. Elders then led
the way up the mountain, followed by Return to the
Hunt youth and mentors, symbolizing their
commitment to protecting and supporting Indigenous
women, children, and relatives.

To everyone who walked beside
us, thank you. Your presence
and solidarity mean more than
words can express. If we have
unintentionally missed
recognizing anyone, please
accept our sincere apologies.
The preparation leading up to

the hike and the day itself
involved many helping hands,
and each person holds a special
place in our hearts.

At the tipi, participants gathered to reflect, visit, and
honour those carried in their hearts. Despite
challenging snow conditions, many continued on to
the summit, demonstrating the strength, resilience,
and determination that defined the day.

The hike concluded with a community BBQ, laughter,
fellowship, and conversations already turning toward
next year's event.

A special thank you is extended to our Elders, Return
to the Hunt youth and mentors, horse riders,
volunteers, and community supporters whose
contributions helped make the day possible. We also
gratefully acknowledge AEC, ADC, Country Pump Out,
Grande Cache Institution, Grande Cache Transition
House, The Evergreen Foundation, Tawow Wonder
Women, Grande Cache Search and Rescue, and the
many individuals who donated their time, resources,
and support.

We look forward to gathering again next year.

— Tara, Laverne, Penny, Kelisha, Stephanie, and Eileen
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RED DRESS & MMIWG2S+

WHAT IS IT?

May 5 is the National Day of Awareness for Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-
Spirited people in Canada, Its is a day to honour their
spirits and to support those mourning their loved
ones, as well as raise awareness.

The inspiration for Red Dress Day came from the
REDress project installation by Metis artist Jaime
Black, for which she hung up empty red dresses
representing missing and murdered women.

A red handprint over the mouth is a powerful symbol
representing the Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls (MMIW) movement, particularly in
North America. It signifies solidarity with those who
have been affected by violence and injustice against
Indigenous women and girls, and is often used to
raise awareness about the crisis and the need for
justice. The handprint, typically painted red, is seen as
a way to give voice to those who have been silenced
or are no longer able to speak for themselves.




