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Members and Elders of the Aseniwuche Winewak Nation gathered in Jasper
to celebrate Canada Day, enjoying a beautiful day filled with culture,
community, and celebration in the heart of the Rocky Mountains.

The Nation's youth Powwow dancers captivated the crowd as they proudly
showcased their talents in a variety of dance categories, including Fancy
Shawl, Traditional, and Jingle Dress. Tiran Zorthian also delivered an
outstanding performance in the Chicken Dance category. It was
heartwarming to see the younger dancers following the lead of the
experienced dancers, looking up to them as role models and carrying on
these important cultural traditions.

Community artisans were also on site, displaying and selling their beautiful
handmade artwork and crafts. Visitors enjoyed delicious bannock burgers
while taking in the vibrant atmosphere.

Entertainment continued throughout the day with powerful performances by
the James Gang Drummers and the Red Rose Thunder Powwow Group.
Robert Wanyandie kept the celebration flowing as the event's Master of
Ceremonies, doing an excellent job engaging the crowd and honouring each
performance.
It was an unforgettable day of culture, connection, and celebration, bringing
together community members and visitors alike to experience the rich
traditions of the Aseniwuche Winewak Nation and Indigenous peoples in one
of Canada's most breathtaking mountain settings.
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This summer, once again, students from the Faculty of Law
and other faculties at the University of Alberta came up to
Susa Creek to learn from community instructors in the
field school portion of Law 589: Wahkohtowin Intensive:
Miyo-wîchêtowin Principles and Practices, a for-credit law
school course. This course was a vision of my late mother-
in-law, Adelaide McDonald, and her family (siblings and
children) continue to co-teach it. This is the 5th year the
course has run. I am so grateful to my in-laws, Susa Creek
and Aseniwuche Winewak Nation, the Faculty of Law, the
Wahkohtowin Law and Governance Lodge team, and the
Alberta Law Foundation, for making Adelaide’s dream a
continuing reality.

The law students learn how to home tan a moose hide, but
are also learning so much more. Instead of just learning
from books and lectures in a classroom, they are learning
by listening, observing, and hands on practice, outside
down at the creek. Instead of just learning from
professors, they are learning from incredibly skilled and
knowledgeable Elders and community members. The law
students also learn from our children and youth – both
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students are always
amazed at how much knowledge Susa Creek children and
youth have about plants, animals and the land around
them. Some of the other things law students tell us they
learn from working on the hides down at the creek:

WAHKOHTOWIN LAW AND GOVERNANCE LODGEWAHKOHTOWIN LAW AND GOVERNANCE LODGE
Law 589: Wahkohtowin Intensive: Miyo-wîchêtowin Principles and PracticesLaw 589: Wahkohtowin Intensive: Miyo-wîchêtowin Principles and Practices

Summer 2026

· That making hides is incredibly hard and skilled work, and
the expertise in the community is humbling and inspiring.
· The importance of cooperation – being part of a team
working on a common goal, rather than competing to get
the best mark.
· How easy it is to make mistakes when learning, and how
important it is to repair mistakes as much as possible.
They often comment on the kindness and patience shown
to them when they make inevitable mistakes in the hide-
making process.
· How good warmth, welcome and generosity feel –
Indigenous and non-Indigenous law students coming from
the city are always overwhelmed with how welcomed and
comfortable they feel the moment they step into the
community.
· The sound of the Cree language in use – some Cree law
students tell us this is the first time in their lives they have
heard people speak Cree conversationally, rather than just
in a classroom or a ceremony. Even if they don’t
understand it all, the words wash over them and move
them deeply.
Finally, the law students learn wahkohtowin, on many
levels, as they realize how everyone is literally related to
one another, from community instructors to visitors.

Contributed by Dr. Hadley Friedland

Photos by: Jacquie Paige

August 2026 • Ohpahowipîsim • ᐅᐦᐸᐦᐅᐱᓯᒼ • Moulting Moon



August 2026 • Ohpahowipîsim • ᐅᐦᐸᐦᐅᐱᓯᒼ • Moulting Moon

The relationships, knowledge and know-how in our
communities are a richness that is easy to take for granted
in our daily lives. Welcoming in university students helps
us see these gifts through fresh eyes. For the law students,
the immense privilege of being welcomed into the
community and learning from community instructors is so
much more than just a course – it is healing and
transformative. It is for me too.

WAHKOHTOWIN LAW & GOVERNANCE
LODGE
WAHKOHTOWIN LAW & GOVERNANCE
LODGE
ContinuedContinued

Photos by: Jacquie Paige



AWARDS NIGHT AWARDS NIGHT 
July 2  2026 event ndJuly 2  2026 event nd

We proudly acknowledge this year’s award recipients
for their dedication and leadership:

Milton Joachim Award of Excellence: Stuart
McDonald, Mabel Wanyandie

Ernie Delorme Memorial Award: Stuart McDonald

James Wanyandie Memorial Award for Cultural
Preservation: Stuart McDonald

Jason Delorme Memorial Award for Leadership:
Marc Jr. Doire

Photos by: Sonia Paquette

On July 2, 2026, AWN held the Community Awards Night, it
was a wonderful celebration of the strength, spirit, and
unity of our community. It was an evening filled with
amazing people, great conversations, and delicious food
catered by Smoky Grill. Family, friends, and community
members gathered to recognize the outstanding
individuals whose dedication continues to make a lasting
difference.

Congratulations to all of this year's award recipients.
Thank you for your dedication, strong leadership, and
deep commitment to strengthening our community,
culture, traditions, values, and Nation. Your hard work and
compassion do not go unnoticed. Through your humility,
kindness, and the positive impact you make every day, you
inspire those around you and help build a brighter future
for generations to come.

A special congratulations goes to Marc Doire Jr. on
graduating from university. This is an incredible
achievement that demonstrates the power of
perseverance, determination, and hard work. Your success
paves the way for the youth and our community, showing
that no obstacle is too big or too small when it comes to
pursuing your dreams and accomplishing your goals. We
are proud of your accomplishment and look forward to all
that lies ahead.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped
celebrate this year's recipients. Your support and
encouragement made the evening truly special and
reminded us all of the importance of recognizing and
uplifting one another. Together, we continue to celebrate
the people who make our community stronger every day.

Contributed by Nadine Alexis
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2026 CANADIAN DEATH RACE2026 CANADIAN DEATH RACE
Shout-Out to Our Community RunnersShout-Out to Our Community Runners

We would like to recognize and congratulate several
members of our Aseniwuche Winewak Nation community
who participated in the 2026 Canadian Death Race.

Competing in the adult race were Larissa Delorme,
Courteney Wanyandie-Smith, and Darren Wanyandie.
Participating in the kids' race were Dawson Moberly, Rosy
MacDonald, and William Wanyandie.

The Canadian Death Race is an incredible challenge that
requires dedication, determination, and perseverance.
Whether it was their first race or one of many, completing
such an event is a remarkable accomplishment.

Following the kids' race, Robert Wanyandie, Charlie
McDonald, and Kenny Moberly honored the young
runners by singing a special Honor Song in recognition of
their accomplishment. It was a meaningful moment that
celebrated their hard work, courage, and determination,
making the finish line even more memorable.

Congratulations to each of our community members on
your hard work and achievement. We are proud to
celebrate your success and hope you take time to enjoy
this well-earned accomplishment.

To everyone considering taking on the Canadian Death
Race in the future, we'll be cheering you on, too! We look
forward to celebrating the next group of community
members who decide to tackle this incredible challenge.
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Most caribou hoodie orders have been sent out, however
a few colours and sizes were backordered. If you haven’t
received your order, we are hoping it will be in shortly so
we can send it out to you.

Missed the pre-order? No worries — we've restocked our
online store so you can still grab one, though in limited
colours and styles.

Know a group that would benefit from learning about
caribou conservation? We'd love to present. Each session
is tailored to your audience — their age, background, and
level of familiarity with the subject — so whether you're
hosting a classroom, a community event, or a professional
gathering, we'll make it fit.

We offer both virtual and in-person sessions (location
permitting).

To book or learn more, reach out to Stephanie at
stephanie@aseniwuche.com.

While we still get the occasional sighting, most of our
caribou are currently keeping their distance from Highway
40. If you spend time in the backcountry this summer,
though, you may well cross paths with them. Our Little
Smoky herd is the exception. Since they don't migrate,
they remain visible between Grande Cache and Fox Creek
throughout the season. The A La Peche herd does have a
habit of surprising us, popping back up on Highway 40
when we least expect it, so please keep watching for them
out there.

Spotted some? Let us know.

Every report helps us get our crew to where they're
needed most. If you see caribou while you're out, please
reach out — your eyes on the ground make a real
difference for these animals.

CARIBOU PATROLCARIBOU PATROL
The CaribouThe Caribou Contributed by Stephanie Leonard

Upcoming Activities

recent Activities

This year, we proudly celebrate:
🎓 Savannah Kakekayash
🎓 Mikaden Moberly
🎓 Joshua McKenzie
🎓 Olivia Wanyandie

Graduation marks the end of one chapter and the exciting beginning of another. Your
hard work, determination, and perseverance have brought you to this important
milestone, and we couldn't be prouder of all that you have accomplished.

Congratulations once again, Class of 2026! We are excited to see all that the future
holds for you.

2026 GRADUATES2026 GRADUATES

August 2026 • Ohpahowipîsim • ᐅᐦᐸᐦᐅᐱᓯᒼ • Moulting Moon



Human Resources Advisor  

Violence Prevention Coordinator  

Crisis Intervention Coordinator  

Patient Navigator  

how to apply

Visit our careers page (or scan QR code)
to view full job descriptions and apply.

current openings

j0b opportunities
join our team! we have some nice pens

questions?   •   hr@adcalberta.com   •   aseniwuche.ca/job-opportunities/

KIKINOW ELDERS LODGEKIKINOW ELDERS LODGE
Bring Your Favorite Dish!Bring Your Favorite Dish!

 Join Us for a Special Gathering!

Join us on August 9  and share your signature
recipe, a cherished family favorite, or a unique
creation. Let's unite, enjoy a meal together, and
celebrate as one family. We are eagerly looking
forward to welcoming you!

th

Event Details:

Location: Kikinow Elders Lodge  
Date: August 9, 2026  
Time:

Social hour begins at 3:00 PM  
Dinner served at 4:00 PM  

Feeling lucky? Kikinow Elders Lodge is hosting a raffle in
conjunction with their Community Potluck on August 9,
2026, featuring two great prizes:

YETI Tundra 75-Quart Cooler
Folding Utility Wagon

Tickets are $5.00 each, and the winning draw will take
place during the Community Potluck on August 9, 2026.
To purchase tickets, please see Angela at Kikinow
Lodge or call 780-827-2144.
Good luck to everyone who enters, and thank you for
supporting this community event!

10210 Victor Lake Co-operative Road.

Community Futures Lesser Slave Lake & West
Yellowhead Regions is offering a FREE two-day
workshop designed for all Indigenous women and Two-
Spirited people. This workshop provides practical
financial education in a culturally relevant setting,
covering topics such as:

Personal budgeting
Developing a healthy money mindset
Debt repayment
And more

As an added bonus, attendees will have the chance to
win an iPad and many other great prizes.
Workshop Details

Dates: August 8 & 9, 2026 (Saturday & Sunday)
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. MST
Location: Grande Cache Tourism & Interpretive
Centre

Registration is free!

LEARNING INDIGENOUS FINANCIAL TEACHINGSLEARNING INDIGENOUS FINANCIAL TEACHINGS
Last chance to attend in Grande Cache!Last chance to attend in Grande Cache!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JAELY!CONGRATULATIONS TO JAELY!
One of the newsest drivers!One of the newsest drivers!

Congratulations to Jaely Moberly on earning her driver's licence!

Getting a driver's licence is an exciting milestone that brings new
opportunities, independence, and confidence. It takes dedication and
hard work, and we're proud to celebrate this achievement with Jaely.

Congratulations again, Jaely! We wish you many safe travels and all
the best as you hit the road. Remember, the road is full of
adventures, and every journey is a chance to explore and discover.
Keep your eyes on the road, embrace the freedom, and make
wonderful memories with each drive. Your community is cheering
you on as you embark on this thrilling new chapter.

Taking care of mental and emotional well-
being is as vital as physical health. Even small
self-care actions, like spending time outdoors,
connecting with loved ones, resting, or
enjoying hobbies, can greatly impact overall
wellness. Remember, asking for help is a
strength. Reaching out to trusted individuals
can provide support during tough times. Be
kind to yourself and others, as simple gestures
can uplift those around you. This month,
check in with yourself and loved ones to foster
a supportive community.

mental health
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